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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This office action is in response to Application No. 09/994,019 filed on 
11/27/2001. 

2. Claims 1-29 are pending. 

t 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1, 3-11,13-18, and 20-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 (a) as being 
unpatentable over Rice, James L. Ill (US 20020174010) in view of Mockett, Gregory P. 
(US 20010037359). 

As per claims 1, 3-11, 13-18, and 20-29 Rice substantially discloses a computer control 
software which allows for secure document delivery between remote parties, and 
control by the sender of the distribution and handling by the recipient of an electronic 
document or other computer file, the system comprising: 

A distribution device for distributing distribution data containing the contents data, and a 
receiving device for receiving and storing the distribution data, wherein the distribution 
data further contains use limitation information of the distribution data (see., Rice, 
abstract, [0017], [0095], [0118], 0181], 0182], and [0216]). Rice fails to explicitly disclose 
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the limitation of rewriting the use information of the stored distribution. However, 

Mockett discloses a system for customizing access and delivery of information 
distributed in a packet-based network. A rewriter engine (DMLRE) for dynamically 
analyzing, filtering, and rewriting said information transmitted between said user 
computer and said destination server computer in accordance with said profile data and 
said user’s preference (see., Mockett, abstract, [0024], [0033], [0047], [0049], [0052], 
and claim 2). Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to modify the teachings of Rice by including the 
limitation detailed above as taught by Mockett because this would allow users to access 
or reuse data or contents that already being stored previously. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 2,12, and 19 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Pierre E. Elisca whose telephone number is 571 272 
6706. The examiner can normally be reached on 6:30 to 5:00. Patents hoteling. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s 
supervisor, Andrew Fischer can be reached on 571 272 6779. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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